Lawn and Garden Tips to Reduce Stormwater Pollution!
When it rains, fertilizer and other pollutants from
our lawns are washed into our storm drains where
it flows directly – and untreated – into nearby
rivers, lakes, and streams.
Phosphorus, commonly found in fertilizers, can
cause toxic algae blooms, making it unsafe to swim
and killing fish and other aquatic life.
Many people follow the same lawn care routine
without really understanding what their lawn
needs to be healthy. For example, your soil may
already have plenty of nutrients in it for making the
grass green and doesn't require additional
fertilizer. Unless you or your landscaper is testing
the soil, you really don't know what your lawn
needs, and you could be using chemicals
unnecessarily - and wasting your money.

How to Test Your Soil
Inexpensive soil tests are available through UMass
Amherst’s Soil Testing Lab. Detailed test results
include customized fertilizer recommendations,
tailored to the nutrient levels in your specific soil.
Soil samples can be mailed or hand delivered.
Additional soil testing information is available at:
www.ag.umass.edu/services/soil-plant-nutrienttesting-laboratory

If your yard requires fertilizer, you can still help
reduce water pollution by:
• Using phosphorus-free and/or slow-release
fertilizers
• Spot treatment; only apply fertilizer to problem
areas, rather than entire yard
• Do not apply before a rain event
• Do not over apply – follow instructions on the bag
• Never store or dump yard waste in or around
waterways, wetlands, or storm drains
• Leave grass clippings in your yard as natural
fertilizer or compost yard waste in an area away
from storm drains and wetlands (minimum 100 ft)
• You can order discounted compost bins and rain
barrels through April 19, 2020! For additional
information, visit: www.enviroworld.us/chelmsford

FREE Leaf and Yard Waste Drop-Off Events!
The Town of Chelmsford offers
TWO FREE yard waste disposal
events every year in May and
November.
Open to Chelmsford residents
only (bring I.D.)

•
o
•

o

o
•

bag at the DPW: 9 Alpha Road
Next Event: May 16, 2020. 9 am - 1 pm

FREE brush drop-off at Community Tree: 163 Billerica Road
o
o

It is Illegal to dump or store
yard waste within 100 feet of a
pond, stream, or wetland in
Chelmsford.
Yard waste is NOT allowed in
trash-bins for curbside
collection

FREE drop-off for leaves and grass clippings in paper yard waste

May 16, 2020
No charge to residents on Town-sponsored
brush drop-off days
Bring brush and branches up to 6
inches in diameter and 8 feet in
length
No leaves – brush only
Future event dates can be found in the Chelmsford Recycling and
Trash Annual Guide

If you have questions or concerns, please email stormwater@townofchelmsford.us
or call: 978-250-5228 ext 5235
More tips at http://www.townofchelmsford.us/375/Stormwater

Follow us on Facebook! Facebook.com/ChelmsfordDPW

