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Town of Chelmsford, MA
Select Board Meeting
May 10, 2021
Hybrid/Virtual Meeting

RECEIVED
2021-07-29
11:55 AM
TOWN OF CHELMSFORD
PATRICIA E. DZURIS
TOWN CLERK

Members Present:
Virginia Crocker Timmins, Chair
Kenneth Lefebvre, Vice Chair
Mark Carota, Clerk
George Dixon, Board Member
Patricia Wojtas, Board Member
Also Present:
Paul Cohen, Town Manager
1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Timmins called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., and read aloud the following
announcement:
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020, Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the
Open Meeting Law, General Law, Chapter 30A, §18, and subsequent orders imposing strict
limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting will be conducted
via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific information and the general
guidelines for remote participation by a member of the public and/or parties with a right and/or
requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the Town’s website, at
www.chelmsfordma.gov. For this meeting, members of the public who wish to watch the meeting
may do so by accessing the Chelmsford Telemedia website at www.chelmsfordtv.org. No inperson attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to
ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real-time, via technological
means. In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post an audio or
video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible
after the meeting on the Town’s website. In order to minimize distraction and undue influence on
the Board’s deliberations, it is our practice to disable the Zoom chat function. If you have joined
the Zoom meeting and will be speaking during an appropriate agenda item, please unmute your
microphone and turn your camera on during that segment only. The Zoom raise hand function is
also available for the Zoom participants’ selection.
Please note that all documents referenced in these minutes are on file at the Town Manager’s
Office, 50 Billerica Road, Chelmsford, MA. The meeting was recorded by Chelmsford
Telemedia.
2. PUBLIC INPUT
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Regina Jackson, 9 Essex Place, a resident and town employee commented the Executive
Session on the current agenda included the strategy regarding the negotiations for the Town
Manager’s contract. She said she felt Town Manager Paul Cohen was doing an excellent job
and that Chelmsford should do whatever needed to be done to ensure that Mr. Cohen continued
in his role.
Ms. Jackson added that she did not think the personal opinions of anyone, including that of a
police union representative, should have any effect on the Select Board’s decision.
Matthew Scott, 20 Stage Road, addressed the Board and said in his career he had not come
across someone as competent and as ethical as Town Manager Cohen and felt it would be tragic
if the Town of Chelmsford lost him.
Annita Tanini, 8 Columbus Ave., said she was not only a resident but was also a Town Meeting
Representative and member of the Finance Committee. She said she had heard that the Select
Board was going to extend an offer to Mr. Matt Hanson who was the current Town Administrator
for the Town of Tyngsborough for the position of Town Manager of Chelmsford. With that, Ms.
Tanini asked the Select Board to act swiftly in extending a three-year, market-rate contract to Mr.
Cohen. She added the strength of management was a factor in determining the Town’s bond
rating.
Brian Latina, 15 Jessie Road, a resident and Town Meeting Representative addressed the Board
and said “Free Speech” was more than three minutes.
Mr. Latina commented that he attended the scheduled Town Meeting on April 26th at the Senior
Center and was greatly disappointed that many of the Town Meeting Representatives were not
there. He said he was under the impression that the Town Moderator was going to address the
Town Meeting members who were present in the event there was not a quorum. He said while
the Town Moderator did address the Town via Chelmsford Telemedia he did not address the
people who showed up at the Senior Center. He also said the Attorney General was not notified
of the change as was required and the decision to change the date of Town Meeting was outside
of his authority.
Mr. Latina commented that the proposed “minor” addition at Thermo-Fisher Scientific actually
entailed tearing out 56 parking spaces and build a tank farm for 86,000 gallons of acetone. He
said he did not feel that was a minor addition and pointed out it was located in a residential area.
Mr. Latina said he felt that project needed to be re-looked at.
Regarding the marijuana Warrant Article, Mr. Latina said it was a significant departure from what
Chelmsford wanted to do in 2017. He said four bylaws were passed to block marijuana
production in the Town. He also said he felt a representative from the Planning Board should
explain the Warrant Article.
Frank Reen, 41 Sherman Street, stated he was a resident and the Chief Assessor for the Town
of Chelmsford. He expressed his support in keeping Mr. Cohen as the Town Manager.
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Katherine Duffett, 47 Thomas Drive, said in addition to being a resident, she was a Town
Meeting Representative and served on the Finance Committee. She expressed her support in
continuing Mr. Cohen’s contract.
Resident Vivian Merrill, 23 Maple Road, asked if the public would be allowed to ask questions on
the presentation regarding 54 Richardson Road. Chair Timmins asked Ms. Merrill what her
questions were and Ms. Merrill replied she did not have any specific questions at the time but
was wondering how it would affect the abutting dog park.
3. COMMITTEE VACANCIES
Board Member Lefebvre read aloud the list of current committee vacancies and noted that
interested applicants could apply online at www.chelmsfordma.gov or through the Town
Manager’s Office at tmoffice@chelmsfordma.gov or by calling 978-250-5202.
4. PUBLIC HEARINGS
•

Proposed Ledge Road & Dunstable Road Intersection Reconstruction

Chair Timmins stated the presentation was one of several potential options that the Select Board
had looked at on and off over the years in an attempt to help reduce the amount of truck traffic
that came off of Ledge Road and down through residential streets in Chelmsford. She added
nothing was set in stone and they would seek input from residents who lived in the area.
Assistant DPW Director Steve Jahnle reviewed a prepared PowerPoint presentation regarding
the proposed reconstruction.
Mr. Cohen asked Mr. Jahnle what the proposed cost of the project would be. Mr. Jahnle replied
his original estimate the previous year was approximately $400,000 but with the increase in real
estate, they would be looking at quite a bit more at $450,000 - $475,000.
Chair Timmins asked if there were members of the public who had questions or comments.
Linda Picceri, 82 Swain Road, asked how they would be assured that the heavy truck traffic
would choose to turn left instead of right. She asked if the Town could post signs that read “No
Heavy Truck Traffic.” She also asked if there was an option to create a direct access road from
the quarry to Route 40.
Mr. Jahnle replied they would have to follow the MASS DOT (Massachusetts Department of
Transportation) guidelines in order to do a full heavy truck exclusion. He said although he felt
the volume of truck traffic would meet the DOT’s guidelines he was not sure the alternate route
would meet the guideline for a full restriction.
Mr. Cohen explained the concept to access from the quarry to Route 40 was no longer viable.
Construction of an access road would require changes to the Newport Materials and abutting
properties which would, in turn, cause Newport Materials to lose its license under the terms of its
Settlement Agreement with the town of Westford for its asphalt plant.
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Raul Amin 248 Dunstable Road, addressed the Board and said the intersection the Board was
discussing cut through his property. He said he was concerned that the trucks would be going
by his house at much greater speeds than they currently did and the Town would need to cut
down multiple trees. He also said he would like to see additional details regarding the proposed
easement as well as the possible decrease in property value.
Tommy Robaina , 238 Dunstable Road, stated he was strongly opposed to the project due to the
decrease in the quality of life, environmental, and economic factors. He suggested engaging the
Town of Westford in the discussion since the trucks were coming and going from that town.
Derek Perry, 45 Ledge Road, stated he was also opposed to the project. He said the residents
were already woken up by the trucks at 5:00 a.m. and had up to 70 – 100 trucks driving down the
road on any given day.
Diana Hill, 242 Dunstable Road, said she too was opposed to the project and was in agreement
with the previous speaker’s statements.
Melissa Laurin, 44 Ledge Road, said she did not feel the proposal would fix the overall issue
which was that trucks were going up and down the street that could not fit.
Tom Mason, 252 Dunstable Road, addressed the Board and said his residence would sit right at
the proposed left-hand turn. He said he was opposed to the project and felt it was a safety issue.
He also said the proposed solution was an ineffective band-aid. He suggested the Town invest
money into a formal traffic study, specific to the traffic created by the quarry.
Laura Rogers , 2 Swain Road, said living on the road was horrific with the truck traffic and she
could not even allow her children to play outside. She said she was hoping for a better solution
for Swain Road.
Chip Spengler, 27 Ledge Road, said the truck traffic had tripled in the past three years and was
in opposition to the proposal. He said the existing safe bus stop was located where the
proposed turn would be put in. He asked where the bus turnaround would be, who was
responsible for the maintenance of Dunstable Road, and if the Town of Chelmsford had spoken
with the quarry owner to see if they would be willing to help them financially. Mr. Jahnle replied
he anticipated having the paperwork regarding the turnaround at the next meeting. Mr. Jahnle
also replied the Town of Chelmsford owned Dunstable Road but there was a section
(approximately 1,200 feet) by Mission Road that was owned by Tyngsborough.
Sue Olsen, 140 Groton Road, said her house and driveway faced Swain Road. She said the issue
for her as a homeowner went back four or five years. She asked if the Town of Chelmsford had
investigated the legality of the initial agreement that was entered into between Newport
Construction and the Town of Westford. Chair Timmins stated the Town had looked into the
legality of the agreement and there was nothing they could do.
Michele Tanguay, 82 Swain Road, stated in addition to the other comments, it was extremely
frustrating to live on her street.
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Priscilla Ross, 250 Dunstable Road, said most of her points had already been covered but said
she was not in favor of the proposal.
David Rand, 167 Dunstable Road, asked why the trucks could not go directly onto Route 3. Chair
Timmins replied the Town had checked and it was not a viable near-term option. Manager Cohen
added that it would require significant coordination with the state and federal governments to
rationalize funding.
Chair Timmins asked if there were any other members of the public who wished to comment.
There were none.
MOTON: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to close the public hearing. Board Member
Carota seconded the motion.
The motion carried 5 – 0.
Chair Timmins announced the agenda would be taken out of order and the Board would hear the
discussion regarding the proposed Warrant Article 36.
Article 36
Manager Cohen explained Article 36 was on the Spring Annual Town Meeting Warrant which
would authorize the Select Board by a vote of Town Meeting to acquire the easement of land at the
intersection of Ledge Road and 248 Dunstable Road for the purpose of constructing improvements
to the intersection.
Board Member Dixon commented that he felt the Board should approve the Article to ensure they
had it as an option.
Board Member Wojtas commented that she felt not one person who had previously spoken gave
any indication that they felt the proposed Article would solve anything at all and she felt the Board
should not take any action on the Article before them and investigate other options.
Board Member Lefebvre agreed it would just be putting a band-aid on a bad situation and with a
detriment to the people who lived in the area. He said his preference would be to leave the
decision up to Town Meeting.
Board Member Carota said he agreed with Board Member Wojtas and Board Member Lefebvre.
He said while there was clearly a big problem in that area he did not think the proposed Article
would address it.
Chair Timmins agreed that it was only a band-aid and could have some gross unintended
consequences. She said she did not realize it would require the Town to take such a significant
amount of land.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to approve Article 36. Board Member Carota
seconded the motion.
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The motion failed 0 – 5.
Mr. Cohen noted he would withdraw Article 36 and place it on the next Consent Agenda as no
action.

5. LICENSES
•

Common Victualer License: Jala Enterprises, Inc., DBA Egg Mania, 83
Parkhurst Road, Unit #15

Sagar Shah, the applicant, addressed the Board and explained that he would like to change the
existing business into a fast-food Indian restaurant that would be open for lunch and dinner.
Board Member Wojtas asked how the number of seating went from 24 up to 34. Mr. Shah replied
they redesigned the inside of the building which allowed for more space and added the Building
Department had approved the new design.
Chair Timmins asked what the hours of operation would be. Mr. Shah replied it would be Monday
through Thursday from 11:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to approve the Common Victualer License for
Egg Mania at 83 Parkhurst Road, Unit #15, Chelmsford, MA. Board Member Carota seconded the
motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
6. REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS
•

National Grid Senior Program Manager community and customer Management
Curtis Davis: Chelmsford’s Infrastructure and Capacity

Curtis Davis, Community Representative from National Grid provided the Board with a status report
on the infrastructure in the Town of Chelmsford.
Mr. Davis said there were five substations located in Chelmsford:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Concord Road
Meadow Brook
West Chelmsford
North Chelmsford
Chelmsford
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Mr. Davis noted that the Chelmsford substation #9 would be retired soon and the customers would
be moved to a newer, more reliable substation which was the Meadowbrook substation #16. He
indicated it was a very large project and the overall cost was $6.25 million and construction would
begin at the end of the current year with a proposed completion over a little bit over one year.
Mr. Davis also noted there would be an upgrade of the communication and reliability to Concord
Road substation #24 to begin in March of 2023 and had an associated cost of approximately $3.8
million.
Mr. Davis said there were no capacity issues identified in the area study because Chelmsford had a
strong infrastructure.
Mr. Davis explained that a majority of forestry work revolved around the Chelmsford #9 substation
retirement. He said they wanted to make sure that the lines coming from the newly built
Meadowbrook substation were not compromised by overhanging limbs, tree branches, or dead or
rotting trees.
Mr. Davis pointed out that Chelmsford was far ahead of other Massachusetts communities as far as
installing plastic pipes which was more reliable than the existing steel and cast iron pipes which
totaled approximately 4 miles.
Mr. Davis stated National Grid’s target goal was to achieve a net zero of carbon emissions by 2050
through the National Grid Renewables program.
Mr. Davis provided some helpful links regarding clean energy: massenergyinsight.net/home;
www.masssave.com; and www.mapc.org/our-work/expertise/clean-energy/.
•

Finance Director John Sousa: Approval of State Aid Anticipation Note and
Bond Anticipation Note

Mr. Sousa explained on May 6th there was a successful auction for two short-term notes, a 42-day
State Aid Anticipation Note in the amount of $664,370, and a 27-day Bond Anticipation Note in the
amount of $396,337. He said they received three bids on both notes and the low bidder on both of
the notes was Enterprise Bank with a bid of 0.2%. He further said that both notes were being
issued through the State House Notes Program which was a low-cost way for municipalities to
borrow smaller amounts of money.
•

DPW Assistant Director Steve Jahnle: Update on 54 Richardson Road
Immediate Response Action Plan

Prior to the discussion Board Member Dixon recused himself.
Mr. Jahnle provided the Board with an update on 54 Richardson Road and said a contractor had
been hired to remove the large pile from the site and he would separate the concrete. He also
said the damaged trees that were stockpiled on the side of the site would be disposed of.
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Mr. Jahnle said the scan was tentatively scheduled for the week of May 24th. He also said they
were still waiting on some of the analytical results from the oil separator and the drum which were
located in the back of the site.
Mr. Jahnle stated Weston & Sampson would be back on the site the following week to install the
pressure drainage deuces and wells so they could monitor the groundwater.
Mr. Jahnle also noted the irrigation well at the dog park was shut down so that Weston &
Sampson could perform testing.
Chair Timmins asked if Paul McKinlay of Weston & Sampson would be available to attend the next
meeting to provide an update. Mr. Jahnle replied he would ask Mr. McKinlay if he could attend the
next meeting.
Mr. Jahnle pointed out that approximately ten trees had recently been planted at the dog park and
because they had to shut off the irrigation system he provided them with gater bags.
Bruce Harper, Superintendent of North Chelmsford Water District said access was secured at 45
Richardson Road and there would be a hearing before the Conservation Commission on May 8th.
He asked if comments would be made on that as a business was being run out of the property.
Board Member Dixon returned to his seat as a full voting member of the Select Board.
•

DPW Director Persichetti: Katrina Road Sewer Pump Station Sewer Force
Main Repair

Mr. Persichetti said on Tuesday, May 4th one of the Sewer Department employees, while doing a
tour of the building, found a sewer leak just outside of the Katrina Road Pump Station. He said it
was a 14” force main that was leaking around the shut-off valve and the valve was located 17’
below the ground. He said the leak was contained and a company was hired to fix it. He said he
would keep the Board updated on the progress.
Mr. Cohen asked what the estimated cost of the project would be. Mr. Persichetti replied the
estimated cost was $600,000.
Chair Timmins pointed out that it seemed as though Chelmsford’s infrastructure was aging and
asked if there was any kind of independent assessment that should be done. Mr. Cohen replied
there was a 10-year Sewer Capital Plan in place but this type of infrastructure is not on that Capital
plan. Mr, Persichetti added that in this case one could not have done a proactive investigation
without digging down 17 feet and the cost to do that would be comparable to the current repair cost
at approximately $400,000. The only difference would be that one would not be implementing the
by-passing of the valve done for repairs. Mr. Cohen added that the pipes are only 31 years old. Mr.
Persichetti stated that there is no good way to assess the pipe health live which he confirmed with
Weston and Sampson and other sewer departments.
Board Member Lefebvre asked if it would make sense to start putting money aside for unexpected
repairs. Mr. Cohen replied they usually kept cash in the Enterprise Fund for such repairs but they
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were nearing the depletion of that money. He said they needed to make sure they had adequate
reserves for unexpected repairs.
•

Town Meeting Article Presentation:

Marijuana Articles 39 – 41
Dr. Eric Meikle, Chairman of the Chelmsford Board of Health, addressed the Select Board and said
after meeting the previous week the Board of Health voted unanimously that they were not in favor of
the proposed Articles 39, 40, and 41. He said the first concern was specific to the smell that the
facilities would tend to create.
Susan Rosa, Public Health Director, stated she visited a nearby indoor facility and the odor was
extremely detectable the moment she even pulled onto the street where the facility was, and with
that said she strongly discouraged allowing anything relating to an outdoor facility. She said the
proposed areas would be located in the IA and CB Zoning Districts and almost all of those abutted
residential neighborhoods.
Dr. Meikle also pointed out that he did not want to place advertising for smoking on the little league
field and felt there were health risks, especially with adolescents and young adults, to ongoing brain
development, in addition to the risk of getting cancer. He also said he felt allowing the proposed
marijuana use would result in an uptick of usage.
Community Development Director Evan Belansky explained the proposed use of each Article:
•
•
•

Article 39 – Non-Retail Uses
Article 40 – Continue the Prohibition of Retail Uses
Article 41 – Change the Wording to Consider Allowing Marijuana in the Town

Chair Timmins commented that she shared the concerns regarding the odor and felt it would be a
terrible nuisance if they were not able to be controlled. Board Member Carota commented he too
was in agreement that the odor would be problematic.
Board Member Lefebvre said he felt there were some spots in both the IA and CB Zoning Districts
that he felt the use would be okay but would not be in other locations within the same District.
Article 39
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 39. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion failed 0 – 5.
Article 40
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 40. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion failed 0 – 5.
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Article 41
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 41. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion failed 0 – 5.
DPW Articles: 9 – 16, 35, 36, and 42
Article 9
Mr. Cohen stated the proposed Article 9 was with regard to the school HVAC repairs. He said he
believed the monies for the repair would be covered under the American Rescue Plan Act funds, and
therefore, he felt it needed no action. He further said if something were to change prior to Town
Meeting he would let the Board know.
Board Member Dixon recused himself from the conversation regarding 54 Richardson Road.
Article 10
Mr. Cohen explained that Article 10 was to fund the Richardson Road PFAS (per-and poly-fluoroalkyl
substances) actions. He said the amount being requested was $175,000 for the investigation,
reporting, remediation, and other related costs that were detected in the groundwater at 54
Richardson Road. Mr. Cohen noted the Finance Committee voted 6 – 0 (with one person being
absent) in favor of the Article.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 10. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 4 – 0.
Board Member Dixon returned to the table as a full voting member of the Select Board.
Article 11
Mr. Cohen explained Article 11 was with regard to the FY 2022 Sewer Enterprise Fund. He said the
Enterprise budget was almost $4.4 million for the standalone sewer enterprise operation that funded
all of the sewer operations including personnel. He said the budget for FY 2022 would increase by
$441,337 0r 11.19%. He pointed out that more than half of that amount was driven by the increase in
the facility charges from the Lowell Regional Wastewater Facility due to the increase in the amount of
money it cost to remove the sludge. He said the amount was $85 per ton and the amount had
increased to $120 per ton. Mr. Cohen explained they had gone five years without a sewer rate
increase but that would have to change. He said the Finance Committee voted 6 – 0 (with one
person being absent) in favor of the Article.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 11. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 12
Mr. Cohen said Article 12 was with regard to the purchase of a Sewer Division Vacuum Truck and
was a $485,000 capital expenditure that would be borrowed and paid for through the Sewer
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Enterprise budget. He said the current truck was a 2010 model and was at the end of its useful life.
He further said the Finance Committee voted 6 – 0 (with one person being absent) in favor of the
Article.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 12. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 13
Mr. Cohen explained Article 13 was regarding $60,000 for the cost of a Utility Truck that would be
borrowed over five years. He said the new truck would replace an older 2011 truck that had 164,000
miles on it and had serious body rot. He further said the Finance Committee voted 6 – 0 (with one
person being absent) in favor of the Article.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 13. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 14
Mr. Cohen said Article 14 was with regard to the Fiscal Year 2022 Stormwater Management
Enterprise Fund which was a fund solely used from the revenues from the Stormwater Management
fees as well as to cover the personnel expenditures that were kept in a separate account. He said it
was the third and final phase of the ramp-up of the Town’s stormwater management operation. He
further said the change was that they were adding two laborers to the Division for the maintenance of
the 95 miles of drains, 4,500 catch basins, 600 drainage outlets, 210 culverts, and 50 detentions
ponds. He further said the Finance Committee voted 6 – 0 (with one person being absent) in favor of
the Article.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 14. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 15
Mr. Cohen said Article 15 was a Stormwater Capital Project for an appropriation of $500,000 for the
replacement of the stormwater culverts on Dunshire Drive and related drainage and flood prevention
improvements to Deep Brook. Again, he said this would involve borrowing through the Stormwater
Enterprise Fund. He said the Finance Committee voted 6 – 0 (with one person being absent) in favor
of the Article.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 15. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 16
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Regarding Article 16, Mr. Cohen said it was for the purchase of the Stormwater Division vacuum truck
in the amount of $435,000 which would again be borrowed under the Stormwater Division Enterprise
Fund and paid for from the debt service from the fees collected under that program. He said the
Finance Committee voted 6 – 0 (with one person being absent) in favor of the Article.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 16. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 35
Mr. Cohen explained Article 35 was for the Turnpike Road sidewalk easements. He said it was an
authorization for obtaining the easements for the construction of a sidewalk that would go from
Warren Avenue down to Billerica Road. He said the Town obtained a Mass Housing grant for the
construction of the project but it was the Town of Chelmsford’s responsibility to take the easements.
He said the Finance Committee voted to support the Article with a vote of 6 – 0 (with one person
being absent.)
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 35. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 36
Mr. Cohen said Article 36 was with regard to the Ledge Road and Dunstable Road easements. He
said the item was previously voted on so there was no action required.
Article 42
Mr. Cohen said Article 42 was regarding street acceptances. He said there were seven streets on the
list that included: Chamberlain Road, Hazen Street, Maple Road, Oak Street, Tadmuck Road, Tuttle
Road, and Twiss Road. Mr. Cohen noted that the Finance Committee recommended approval by a
vote of 6 – 0 (with one person being absent.)
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 42. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Town Manager/Administrative Warrant Articles
Article 1
Mr. Cohen stated Article 1 was a report of Town Offices and Committees and no action was required.
Article 2
Mr. Cohen said Article 2 was regarding amendments to the current fiscal year operating budget. He
said at present he was not asking for a vote, and therefore no action was required.
Article 3
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Mr. Cohen explained Article 3 required no action as there were no Collective Bargaining Agreements
that would be brought to Town Meeting.
Article 4
Mr. Cohen said Article 4 was to raise and appropriate $3,721,402 to fund the Town’s fiscal year 2022
assessment to the Nashoba Valley Technical School District. He said the Finance Committee moved
to recommend approval with a vote of 5 – 0 with two members being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 4. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.

Article 5
Mr. Cohen said Article 5 was to raise and appropriate $65 million to defray charges for the operations
of the Chelmsford Public Schools for the fiscal period of July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022. He
said the Finance Committee moved to recommend approval with a vote of 5 – 0 with two members
being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 5. Board Member
Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 6
Mr. Cohen said Article 6 was the General Government Operating Budget of $68,063,050. He said the
Finance Committee moved to recommend approval with a vote of 5 – 0 with two members being
absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 6. Board Member
Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 7
Mr. Cohen said Article 7 was for the Town to raise and appropriate $400,000 to be used as a Reserve
Fund at the discretion of the Finance Committee for fiscal year 2022, as provided in General Laws
Chapter 40, Section 6. He said the Finance Committee moved to recommend approval with a vote
of 6 – 0 with one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 7. Board Member
Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 17
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Mr. Cohen explained Article 17 was to appropriate $60,000 in expenses to operate the Chelmsford
Forum Ice Rink Enterprise Fund for fiscal year 2022. He said the Finance Committee moved to
recommend approval with a vote of 5 – 0 with two members being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 17. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 18
Mr. Cohen said Article 18 was for the Town to appropriate a total of $604,012 to operate the Cable
Television Public, Educational, and Government (PEG) Access Enterprise for fiscal year 2022, and
the transfer of $60,000 from the PEG Access Enterprise Fund Free Cash for the purchase and
installation of two robotic cameras for the McCarthy School Auditorium. He said the Finance
Committee moved to recommend approval with a vote of 6 – 0 with one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 18. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 19
Mr. Cohen stated Article 19 was for the Town to appropriate $30,000 in expenses to operate the Golf
Course Enterprise Fund for fiscal year 2022, and that $30,000 be raised from the Golf Course
Enterprise revenues. He said the Finance Committee moved to recommend approval with a vote of
6 – 0 with one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 19. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 20
Mr. Cohen said Article 20 was to establish a new Enterprise Revolving Fund for on-site sewer
facilities in the amount of $75,000. He said the Finance Committee moved to recommend approval
with a vote of 6 – 0 with one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 20. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 21
Mr. Cohen explained Article 21 was regarding the Annual Appropriation of Departmental Revolving
Funds for fiscal year 2022. He said the Finance Committee moved to recommend approval with a
vote of 6 – 0 with one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 21. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
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The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 22
Mr. Cohen said Article 22 was for the Town to transfer $50,000 from the sale of graves and lots to the
Cemetery Improvement and Development Fund. He said the Finance Committee moved to
recommend approval with a vote of 6 – 0 with one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 22. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.

Article 23
Mr. Cohen explained Article 23 was to raise and appropriate $10,000 to fund the Community Action
Program. He said the Finance Committee moved to recommend approval with a vote of 6 – 0 with
one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 23. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 24
Mr. Cohen said Article 24 was for the Town to transfer $11,250 that had been received under the
Town’s inclusionary housing zoning bylaw into the Affordable Housing Stabilization Fund. He said
the Finance Committee moved to recommend approval with a vote of 6 – 0 with one member being
absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 24. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 25
Mr. Cohen said Article 25 was regarding the Community Preservation Fund, FY 2022 Debt Service,
Admin., Expenses, & Reserves. He said the Finance Committee moved to recommend approval with
a vote of 6 – 0 with one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 25. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 26
Mr. Cohen said Article 26 was that the Town appropriate $330,000 from the Community Preservation
Fund General Reserve for the purchase and installation of a new playground equipment at Varney
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Playground and Southwell Park. He said the Community Preservation Committee unanimously
supported it and the Finance Committee moved to recommend approval with a vote of 6 – 0 with one
member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 26. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 29
Mr. Cohen explained Article 29 was to amend the Town’s General Bylaws, Chapters 1 through 187 of
the Town Code, by striking the words “Board of Selectmen” and “Selectmen” whenever they appear
and inserting the words “Select Board” in place thereof. He said the vote of the Finance Committee
was 4 – 1 – 1 with one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 29. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 30
Mr. Cohen explained Article 30 was to amend the Town’s Zoning Bylaw, Chapter 195, of the Town
Code, by striking the words “Board of Selectmen” and “Selectmen” whenever they appear and
inserting the words “Select Board” in place thereof. He said the vote of the Finance Committee was
4 – 1 – 1 with one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 30. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
Article 34
Mr. Cohen said Article 34 was for the Town to accept a gift of an easement of land located at 11
Cushing Place/1A Central Square (Grist Mill Apartments at Beaver Brook). He said the vote of the
Finance Committee was 6 – 0 with one member being absent.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Article 34. Board
Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
•

Preparation of a Community One Stop for Growth/MassWorks Grant
Application for Water Infrastructure Improvements Concurrent with Groton
Road Residential Subdivision (Map 23, Block 92, Lots 1 – 4 & 9)

Prior to the discussion, Chair Timmins recused herself.
Mr. Cohen said the application deadline was June 4th and the Town would work with the applicant’s
attorney and engineer to create a complete application for the Select Board’s approval in two weeks
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for submittal. He pointed out he thought the chances they would receive funding were remote as it
was a very competitive grant funding round and the project lacked density. Mr. Cohen asked if the
Board felt he and his administrative team should take the time to work on the project.
Bruce Harper, Superintendent of North Chelmsford Water District said he would support the Town
seeking the MassWorks Grant.
MOTION: Board Member Wojtas made a motion to direct the Town Manager to return to the Board in
two weeks with a completed application. Board Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 4 – 0.
Chair Timmins returned to her seat as a full voting member of the Select Board.
7. TOWN MANAGER REPORTS
•

May 13th Joint Select Board – Planning Board Meeting with Trammell Crow
Residential Regarding Redevelopment of 255 Princeton Street (former UMass
Lowell West Campus)

Mr. Cohen said there would be a virtual joint meeting of the Select Board and Planning Board on
May 13th.
•

District Local Technical Assistance Proposals to the Northern Middlesex Council
of Governments

Mr. Cohen said the Town had already submitted a proposal for the DLTA program, which would
assist businesses in coming out of the COVID-19 crisis in terms of developing recovery strategies,
initiatives, and programs.
•

Bentley Lane Land Donation

Mr. Cohen said the Town received correspondence from the owners of two parcels on Bentley Lane.
He said one had frontage on Bentley Lane and the other one was on the back lot. He explained the
property owner wanted to develop the back parcel of land but was denied so they asked the Town if
they could donate it.
Mr. Cohen stated he had asked the Conservation Commission if they wanted to create a pocket park
and they said it did not abut any other conservation land and therefore, they had no interest in it for
conservation purposes. He said it would have to go to Town Meeting if the Select Board chose to
accept the land donation. (*See below)
•

Possible June 21st Special Town Meeting

Mr. Cohen presented a draft document of a Warrant for a Special Town Meeting to be held on June
21, 2021. He said there were four items listed:
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1. Provide funding, if necessary, for sewer repairs on Katrina Road.
2. Acquire .15 acre parcel on Main Street.
3. *Accept land donation on Bentley Lane.
4. Provide authorization to lease the roof of the Senior Center and the Chelmsford
Forum Ice Rink.
5. To address the name of “Steadman/Stedman” Street.
Mr. Cohen stated he would provide the Board with a final Warrant for a Special Town Meeting in two
weeks.
•

Chelmsford Designation as 2020 Tree City USA

Mr. Cohen thanked Melissa Joyce for her efforts in getting the designation approved.
•

NMCOG (Northern Middlesex Council of Governments) Request for Letter of
Support Regarding Designation of the Northern Middlesex Economic
Development District

Mr. Cohen said the Northern Middlesex Council of Governments (NMCOG) requested a letter of
support from the Select Board regarding the designation of the Northern Middlesex Economic
Development District.
MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to recommend approval of Chair Timmins signing
the letter of support to the Northern Middlesex Council of Governments (NMCOG) regarding the
Northern Middlesex Economics Development District. Board Member Carota seconded the motion.
The motion passed 5 – 0.
•

MassDEP Sustainable Materials Recovery Program Municipal Grant Award

Mr. Cohen explained the Town received a Sustainable Materials Recovery Program Municipal Grant
from the Commonwealth in the amount of $31,243.56 for the transportation and recycling of
residential mattresses. Again, Mr. Cohen thanked Sustainability Director Melissa Joyce, for
submitting the application.
8. TOWN MANAGER APPOINTMENTS
•

Recycling Committee: Rebecca Soderman, 1-year term to expire on
June 30, 2021

MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to approve the appointment of Rebecca
Soderman to the Recycling Committee for a 1-year term to expire on June 30, 2021. Board Member
Carota seconded the motion.
The motion carried 5 – 0.
9. SELECT BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE
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Chair Timmins stated the Board had a copy of the schedule and added she wanted to include
Monday, July 19th, or Monday, August 2nd as a Goals Work Session. The Board collectively
decided to hold the Goals Work Session on Monday, August 2nd.
10. MEETING MINUTES
•

Select Board Regular Session Minutes from March 8, 2021

MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 8, 2021,
Select Board meeting as presented. Board Member Wojtas seconded the motion.
The motion carried 4 – 0-1. (Abstained – Board Member Carota)
11. SELECT BOARD MEMBER LIAISON REPORTS AND REFERRALS
Board Member Dixon – Had no reports to share.
Board Member Wojtas
•
•
•

It was the last week to order a banner to honor a Veteran.
Extended her thanks to Lisa Marrone, Director of Business Development for the
ribbon cutting ceremony held at Sichuan Palace.
Charlie Holtzman had passed away at 101 years old and had worked for 40 years as
the Business Manager for Friends of the Senior Center. She said he will be greatly
missed.

Board Member Carota – Had no reports to share.
Board Member Lefebvre – Had no reports to share.
Chair Timmins
•

Thanked Chelmsford Telemedia for all of their hard work in preparing the room so that
the Select Board could hold in-person meetings.

12. PRESS QUESTIONS
There was no press in attendance.
13.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION: Board Member Lefebvre made a motion to go into an Executive Session and not to
return to Open Session at approximately 9:45 p.m. for the purpose of discussing strategy with
respect to litigation, and to discuss strategy with respect to negotiations with non-union personnel,
i.e. the Town Manager, pursuant to G.L. c.30A, §21 (a). Board Member Carota seconded the
motion.
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A roll call of the Select Board was taken, which resulted as follows:
Board Member Lefebvre :
Board Member Dixon:
Board Member Wojtas:
Board Member Carota:
Chair Timmins:

Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye
Aye

The motion carried 5 – 0.
Respectfully Submitted,
Trish Gedziun
Recording Secretary
NEXT REGULAR MEETING: MAY 24, 2021
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Town of Chelmsford Select Board Minutes
Town Offices, Room 204
50 Billerica Rd.
Chelmsford, MA 01824
Executive Session Minutes – Segment 1
May 10, 2021
Attending:
Virginia Crocker Timmins, Chair
Kenneth Lefebvre, Vice Chair
Mark Carota, Clerk
George Dixon, Board Member
Patricia Wojtas, Board Member

Paul Cohen, Town Manager
Paul Haverty, Town Counsel

Note that the minutes for Executive Session on this date are provided in two segments. This is the first
segment.
The purpose of this Executive Session, Segment 1, was to Discuss Strategy with Respect to Litigation.
The discussion began at 9:44 pm.
Attorney Haverty provided the Board with updates on the following cases:
Loop Real Estate Corp. v. Chelmsford Zoning Board of Appeals – 20 Misc. 000360, pending in the
Land Court.
United Parcel Service, Inc. v. Chelmsford Zoning Board of Appeals – 2081CV0591, pending in the
Superior Court.
Town of Chelmsford v. Keohane – 1981CV00241, pending in the Superior Court.
Raisbeck v. Chelmsford Board of Health – Non- criminal disposition pending in the District Court.
Opioid class-action litigation. The Town is represented by outside counsel as part of a country-wide
class action litigation.
Potential PFAS class-action litigation.
The Board requested that Attorney Haverty provide a follow up letter documenting the status of the cases.
Discussion of this topic, Segment 1, ended at 9:58 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Carota
Select Board Clerk
Select Board Executive Session
May 10, 2021
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