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Article 1: Reports of Town Officers and Committees
SUBMITTED BY:

Select Board

I move that the Town hear reports of the Town Officers
and Committees.
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Article 1: Reports of Town Officers and Committees

• Vision and Values Committee
• Stormwater Master Plan
• Five-Year Financial Forecast
• Financial Overview
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Consent Agenda
SUBMITTED BY:

Town Manager

I move that the Town consider at this time, under a consent agenda, the following
six warrant articles:
-

Article 2:
Article 3:
Article 4:
Article 5:
Article 6:
Article 7:

Cemetery Improvement and Development Fund;
Commonwealth Transportation Infrastructure Fund;
Sewer Construction Stabilization Fund;
Affordable Housing Stabilization Fund;
Funding for Collective Bargaining Agreements;
Amend Fiscal Year 2021 Operating Budget
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Article 2: Fiscal Year 2020 Operating Budget Amendments

SUBMITTED BY:

Cemetery Commission

I move that the Town transfer $50,000 from the Sale of Graves and Lots
Account to the Cemetery Improvement and Development Fund.
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Article 2: Cemetery Improvement and Development Fund

• Pine Ridge Cemetery Expansion Phase 4
– loaming and seeding
• Construction of a Columbarium (Niche Wall) at Pine Ridge
Cemetery.
‐ The existing two niche walls are 85% sold.
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Article 3: Commonwealth Transportation Infrastructure
Fund

SUBMITTED BY:

Town Manager

I move that the Town appropriate $10,696.90 that was
received by the Town from the Commonwealth
Transportation Infrastructure Fund to fund the
installation of solar powered flashing LED “STOP” signs
and other traffic safety improvements at the
intersection of Graniteville Road and School Street.
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Article 3: Commonwealth Transportation Infrastructure
Fund

• Chapter 187 of the Acts of 2016 requires certain transportation
network companies to submit a $.20/ride assessment to the
Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities. Half of the
assessment is distributed to the community where the ride
originated.
• Town Meeting must appropriate the funds in the account.
• Town has to report fund expenditures to the State.
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Article 3: Commonwealth Transportation Infrastructure
Fund
• Chelmsford received $10,696.90 distribution for 2019 calendar year. The

distribution for 2018 calendar year amounted to $7,802.50;
• 106,969 rides originated in 2019;
• Funds must be used “to address the impact of transportation network services

on municipal roads, bridges, and other transportation infrastructure or any other
public purpose substantially related to the operation of transportation network
services in the city or town including, but not limited to, the complete streets
program established in [G.L. c. 90I, Section 1] and other programs that support
alternative modes of transportation.”
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Article 4: Sewer Construction Stabilization Fund
SUBMITTED BY:

Town Manager

I move that the Town transfer $335,050 from Free
Cash to the Sewer Construction Stabilization Fund.
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Article 4: Sewer Construction Stabilization Fund
• $335,050 was the amount of the interest earnings on the Sewer

Capital Improvement and Betterment accounts in Fiscal Year
2020. These interest earnings are included in the funding plan
for the sewer project to find the debt service on the final phases of
the town-wide sewer project.
• Massachusetts General Laws require a Town Meeting vote to

transfer these monies into the Sewer Construction Stabilization
Fund.
• Current Balance: $2,290,295.
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Article 5: Affordable Housing Stabilization Fund
SUBMITTED BY:

Town Manager

I move that the Town transfer $618,750 that has been
received by the Town under the Town’s inclusionary
housing zoning bylaw to the Affordable Housing
Stabilization Fund.
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Article 5: Affordable Housing Stabilization Fund
• The Code of the Town of Chelmsford Article XXIII Inclusionary Housing Bylaw,
Section 195‐137 Provision of Affordable Units requires that payment‐in‐lieu of
moneys be transferred to the Housing Stabilization Fund.
• 241 Littleton Road
• Grist Mill
Total

$270,000
$348,750
$618,750

• Town Meeting Vote of 2/3rd Majority is required to appropriate these moneys for
a particular purpose.
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Article 6: Funding for Collective Bargaining Agreements

SUBMITTED BY:

Town Manager

I move that the Town take no action under this Article.
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Article 7: Amend FY21 Operating Budget
SUBMITTED BY:

Town Manager

I move that the Town take no action under this Article.
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Article 8: Parker Road Parcel 102-410-4
SUBMITTED BY:

Town Manager
Two-Thirds Vote

I move that the Town authorize the Select Board to acquire by
purchase, gift, eminent domain, or otherwise, a parcel of land
containing .14 acres, more or less, which is identified as Parker Road,
shown as Lot 4 on Assessor’s Map 102, Block 410, and more fully
described in a deed recorded in the Middlesex Land Court Department
as Document No. 239258, said parcel to be held under the care,
custody, and control of the Conservation Commission for the purpose
of open space; and further to appropriate $16,200 from Free Cash to
fund said acquisition, including related legal and other costs incidental
and related thereto; and further authorize the Select Board and Town
Manager to take all actions necessary to acquire said parcels.
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Article 8: Parker Road Parcel 102-410-4
SUBMITTED BY:

Town Manager
Two-Thirds Vote
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Article 9: Renovation and Expansion of North Fire Station
SUBMITTED BY:

Town Manager
Two-Thirds Vote

I move that the Town borrow $3,400,000 pursuant to Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 44, Sections 7 or 8, or any other enabling
authority for the renovation and expansion of the Fire Department
station located at 35 Princeton Street identified as Lot 1 on Assessors’
Map 13, Block 44, including related survey, legal, and other costs
incidental and related thereto.

19
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• Timeline of events
• November 4, 2019‐Criterion Associates
presents report to Select Board.
• November 19, 2019‐Town Manager Cohen
asks Permanent Building Committee (PBC) to
explore options to expand/renovate the
North Fire station(Engine 2).
• January 7, 2020‐PBC tours North Fire Station
to evaluate existing infrastructure and
current living conditions.
• 4,500 Square Feet(3,000 apparatus
bays, 1,500 living space)
• February 4, 2020‐Construction options
explored. Modular concept introduced.
• March 4, 2020‐Preliminary Modular design
drawing presented by Triumph Modular.
• March 31, 2020‐PBC approves Modular
design for North Fire Station.

Engine 2 Station Assessment
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Fire Station Analysis
• November 4, 2019‐Criterion Associates presents a fire station analysis.
• Report notes the existing sub‐stations were built for only two
personnel.
• “Seriously challenged if a third or fourth person were added”
• Stations were designed for a single gender workforce and not suitable
for a modern fire‐rescue workplace.
• One restroom and shower
• Shared Sleeping quarters
• Lacked accommodations found in modern stations: laundry, gear
storage, office space, decon area, workout room, and storage.
• Utility issues: outdated plumbing, electrical, and thermal envelope.
• Not adequate for expansion
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Fire Station Analysis
• Significant health and safety issue with bunk rooms located within the
apparatus rooms.
• Exposure to carcinogens from diesel exhaust
• Lack of adequate egress(1 way out) with no life safety protection
• August 8, 2019‐Mass Interlocal Insurance Association(MIIA) risk
management report for Chelmsford Fire Department
• OSHA’s General Duty Clause: Agency has to protect workers from
unregulated hazards
• Hazard was recognized
• Employer failed to keep the workplace free of a hazard to
which the employees were exposed
• The hazard was causing or likely to cause death or serious
injury
• December 30, 2015‐Acton ladder truck has electrical fire within
station at 2:40pm
• January 4, 2017‐Concord Engine 4 on fire while firefighters were
in the bunk room at 12:48am (Estimated loss $2.5 million)
• Infection control concern during the pandemic
• Bunks located close together
• NFPA 1581: Requires 60 square feet per bunk
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March 8, 1954‐Town
Meeting
•

Annual Town Meeting March 8, 1954

•

UNDER ARTICLE 28:
On a motion made by Harry L. Shedd, it was voted to appoint
a Committee including the present Fire Engineers, namely:
Harry L. Shedd, Jr. Allan Kidder, Vinson C. Reid Bernard F.
McGovern, Leo A. Williams, John J. Dunigan, Richard B. Carr,
and Roger Welch with powers to engage an architect to
formulate plans and specifications for a Fire Station to he
located on land now owned by the Town, known as the
Princeton Street School Site at the intersection of Washington
Street and Princeton Street, said Committee to report at the
next Annual or Special Town Meeting.
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North Fire Station
Contract awarded
• June 29, 1956‐ Fire Chief Allan Kidder receives
North Fire Station approval from the Board of
Selectmen
• W. Granger company awarded the contract
for $63,540
• Work begins August 1956
• Station granted occupancy‐December 30,
1956
• Station designed for 1 Ladder Truck or 4
Pumpers

Engine 2 – 35 Princeton Street
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North Fire Station
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Front Entry and Office
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Bathroom and Locker Area

29

Kitchen

30

Basement

31

Apparatus Bay

32

Bunkroom
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Proposed Renovation

• Two story modular structure on slab.
• 2,100 Square feet per floor
• No basement.
• Station will be protected by a
sprinkler system.
• Six Individual bunkrooms.
• Ability to accommodate solar panels.
• Gear storage area with separate
ventilation system.
• Locker room.
• Laundry room.
• ADA compliant bathroom.
• 2 ½ bathrooms.
• Dedicated workout area.
• Current bunkroom repurposed for
additional apparatus bay.
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• Benefits include:
• Provides modern fire station with
same response time for the residents
of North Chelmsford.
• Same footprint, no impact on current
parking configuration.
• Station design inclusive for all genders.
• Provides additional space for extra
staffing during emergency storm
coverage.
• Compliant workspace for protecting
our firefighters and the town from
regulatory requirements.

Proposed Renovation
35

Proposed Floor Plans
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Cost options and Time Frame
• Option#1 Complete tear down(living space and apparatus)
• 6000 square feet X $734.85= $4,409,100
• Temporary housing with Fire apparatus outside $650,000
• Total: $4,409,100 + $650,000=

$5,059,100

• Option#2 Demolition of existing structure, apparatus bay renovation,
and installation of Modular building:
• $2,545,100 Modular Building and all associated design, engineering,
management, and site services
• $100,000 Renovation of existing structure and selective demo of
apparatus bay
• $300,000 Renovation of existing apparatus bay/garage
• $197,600 Temporary provisions of modular living quarters(install &
remove)
• $257,300 Furnishings, fire alarm system, contingency

• Total $3,400,000
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Proposed Project timeline
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Article 10: Fiscal Year 2021 Capital Budget
SUBMITTED BY: Town Manager
Two-Thirds Vote

I move that the Town (a.) appropriate $2,175,687 for
the following capital projects:
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Article 10: Fiscal Year 2021 Capital Budget

DPW – Road Improvements:
DPW – Sidewalk Construction:
Fire Department – Turnout Gear
Parker School ‐ Kitchen Renovation:
McCarthy School ‐ Auditorium Renovation

$400,000
$350,000
$115,000
$373,000
$740,000
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Article 10: Fiscal Year 2021 Capital Budget
(b.) that to meet this appropriation, the Town authorize the Treasurer, with the
approval of the Board of Selectmen, to borrow $1,978,000 under Chapter 44 of the
General Laws or any other enabling authority; that any premium received by the Town
upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any premium applied
to the payment of the cost of issuance of such bonds or notes, be applied to the
payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of
the General Laws, thereby reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay
such costs by a like amount; authorize the Board of Selectmen to contract for and
expend any federal or state aid available for the projects; and authorize the Town
Manager to take any other action necessary or convenient to carry out these projects;
and (c.) raise and appropriate $396,337 to fund the Fiscal Year 2021 debt service
payment for these capital projects.
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Fall Capital Requests
Public Works
Fire Department
School Facilities
Total:

$750,000
$115,000
$1,113,000
$1,978,000

Public Works
Sidewalk Construction
Road Improvements
Total:

$350,000
$400,000
$750,000

Public Safety - Fire
Firefighting Turnout Gear
$ 115,000
• Personal Protection Equipment such as helmets,
gloves, coats, pants, hoods, and boots.

School Facilities
Parker Middle School
Kitchen Upgrades
$373,000
• Upgrade kitchen and food preparation areas
– New Equipment
– Non-slip flooring
– New student serving lines and furnishings

School Facilities
McCarthy Middle School
Auditorium Renovation
$740,000
• Replace the lighting system, sound system, and
seating.
Scope of Work Includes:
Lighting System
Audio/Visual System
Seating
Flooring
Rigging
Painting
Sound Booth & Contingency
Total Cost:

$302,910
$183,341
$129,281
$ 39,950
$ 37,350
$ 19,200
$ 27,968
$740,000

Capital Budget Summary
Phase 1: Spring Town Meeting
Phase 2: Fall Town Meeting
Total FY21 Capital Budget:

$1,475,073
$1,978,000
$3,453,073

Future Capital Needs
FY2022:
FY2023:
FY2024:
FY2025:
TOTAL:

$ 6,313,414
$ 4,775,563
$ 3,707,243
$ 4,059,681
$18,855,901

*Does not include FY2026 Capital Requests that will be
submitted by November 2020.

Article 11: Free Cash to Reduce the Tax Levy
SUBMITTED BY: Paul J. Rigazio
Citizen Petition

I move that the Town transfer from Free Cash
$1,000,000 (one million dollars even) to reduce the
Fiscal Year 2021 property tax levy.
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Article 12: Free Cash to Reduce the Tax Levy
SUBMITTED BY: Paul J. Rigazio
Citizen Petition

I move that the Town transfer from Free Cash
$x,xxx,xxx to reduce the Fiscal Year 2021 property tax
levy.
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Article 13: Free Cash to the General Stabilization Fund

SUBMITTED BY: Town Manager

I move that the Town transfer from Free Cash
$1,370,300 to the General Stabilization Fund.
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Article 13: Free Cash to the General Stabilization Fund

• At the June 22, 2020 Spring Annual Town Meeting,
the Town transferred $2M to the General
Stabilization Fund.
• The current balance in the General Stabilization
Fund is $9,310,771.
• A transfer of $1.37M would increase the balance in
the General Stabilization Fund to $10.7M.
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Article 13: Free Cash to the General Stabilization Fund

•

The Town’s Fiscal Year 2021 Operating Budget is
approximately $138M.

•

A General Stabilization Fund balance of $10.7M amounts to
7.75% of the Town’s operating budget.

•

The Town’s financial policy recommends that reserves be
maintained between 5% ‐ 10% of general operating
revenues.

•

Significant financial challenges remain in the years ahead.
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Article 14: General Stabilization Fund to Reduce Tax Levy

SUBMITTED BY: Paul J. Rigazio
Citizen Petition

I move that the Town transfer from the General
Stabilization Fund $1,000,000 (one million dollars
even) to reduce the Fiscal Year 2021 property tax levy.
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Article 15: General Stabilization Fund to Reduce Tax Levy

SUBMITTED BY: Paul J. Rigazio
Citizen Petition

I move that the Town transfer from the General
Stabilization Fund $x,xxx,xxx to reduce the Fiscal Year
2021 property tax levy.
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Article 16: Historical Preservation & Reuse
SUBMITTED BY: Planning Board
I move that the Town amend the Town Code, Chapter 195: “Zoning Bylaw,” by adopting a new zoning bylaw, Article
XXV, “Historical Preservation and Reuse”, as follows:
ARTICLE XXV HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND REUSE
195‐148 Purpose and Intent.
The purpose of this by‐law is to encourage the preservation of buildings, structures, sites and settings of historic
significance, by allowing such buildings or features to remain in place, rather than be demolished or otherwise
compromised. The continuing presence of historic properties in the Town of Chelmsford immeasurably enhances
the quality of our lives; they help to establish our sense of place and to define the very character of our
community.
This by‐law gives the Planning Board the authority to issue a Special Permit for the creation of new lots, or for the
use of existing lots, for purposes of preservation of historic structures or buildings. The special permit granting
authority shall be the Planning Board.
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Article 16: Historical Preservation & Reuse

195-149 Historic Structures.
For purposes of a special permit for historic preservation the historic building or structure must
1. Be listed in the Chelmsford Assessor’s Data Base as being constructed no later than 1800, and
2. The structure has been determined to be of Historical Significance by the Chelmsford Historical Commission,
and
3. The historic building or structure must be listed on one of the following:
a. The National Register of Historic Places; or
b. The State (Commonwealth of Massachusetts) Register of Historic Places; or
c. The Chelmsford Historical Commission Building Inventory.
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Article 16: Historical Preservation & Reuse
195-150 Definitions.
1. PARENT PARCEL: The parcel of land that is the subject of the application for a special permit for
subdivision contingent upon historic preservation. This subdivision includes a HOST LOT, and may include one
BONUS LOT, and any number of CONFORMING LOTS.
2. HOST LOT: The lot on which the historic building or structure is to be located. A HOST LOT may be the
entire PARENT PARCEL, or may be created by the division of the PARENT PARCEL.
3. BONUS LOT: Any lot created by the subdivision of the PARENT PARCEL, that is not a HOST LOT as
defined above, or a CONFORMING LOT.
4. CONFORMING LOT: A lot created that meets all applicable requirements of the Chelmsford Zoning Bylaws.
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Article 16: Historical Preservation & Reuse

195-151 Standards and Regulations.
The following specific standards shall be applied to a Special Permit for Historic Preservation:
1. The Parent Parcel shall be located in the RA, RB or RC Zoning District.
2. Any Host Lot or Bonus Lot created under this by-law shall contain not less than one-half of the minimum
Dimensional Requirements set forth in Chapter 195 Attachment 2 Table of Dimensional Requirements.
3. Additional Conforming Lots may be created from the Parent Parcel, subject to all applicable requirements of the
Zoning By-laws.

59

Article 16: Historical Preservation & Reuse

195-152 Rear Lots.
Rear lots created by the subdivision of the PARENT PARCEL that is a HOST LOT or BONUS LOT shall be
allowed. These Rear Lots shall meet all of the conditions set forth in Section 195-15 (Rear lots), with the
following exceptions:
1. minimum lot area, shall be 40,000 square feet, and
2. Lot width is at no point less than 50 feet.
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Article 16: Historical Preservation & Reuse
195-153 Conditions To Be Imposed.
If the Planning Board grants the special permit for historic preservation, it shall impose, as minimum conditions,
the following:
1. Conditions relating to the repair, restoration or modifications to the existing historic structure, including a
schedule of work to be performed, based on requirements provided by the Chelmsford Historical Commission,
sufficient to ensure the preservation and integrity of the historic structure and to prevent deterioration due to
neglect or disuse, intentional or otherwise. Such conditions shall provide that existing historic structures be
secured and maintained in a good state of repair until such time as restoration work is commenced.

2. Required repair, restoration and modifications to the historic structure shall be 100% complete prior to issuing
occupancy permits to the Host or Bonus Lots.
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Article 16: Historical Preservation & Reuse
3. The owner shall record at the Middlesex North District Registry of Deeds a Historic Preservation
Restriction in the form prepared by the Massachusetts Historical Commission and approved by the
Chelmsford Historical Commission and Planning Board which shall at a minimum provide for
conditions under which alterations, additions or modifications may be made. No Building Permit shall
be issued to the newly created lots, until the Historic Preservation Restriction has been recorded and a
copy received by the Planning Board, Historical Commission, Building Commissioner and the Office
of Community Development.
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Article 16: Historical Preservation & Reuse

195-154 Findings Required.
Priority in granting a special permit for historic preservation shall, in all cases, be placed upon keeping buildings
and structures in place, rather than be demolished or otherwise compromised provided that the existing site can
be shown to represent valid historical setting and context.
In addition to the findings of the foregoing standards and regulations, the Planning Board shall consider the
following specific items in determining whether to grant a special permit for historic preservation:
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Article 16: Historical Preservation & Reuse

1. That the Special Permit is necessary to protect, preserve or maintain an historic structure or building.
Factors to be considered shall include the historic significance of the structure or building, the physical
condition of the structure or building, the extent and cost of repairs and renovations necessary to preserve
the historic structure or building;
2. That the proposed work, including any reconstruction or preservation to the maximum extent feasible,
<shall preserve> the historical and architectural features of the structure or building;
3. That in the absence of a Special Permit for Historic Preservation, destruction or demolition of an historic
structure or building will likely result;
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Article 16: Historical Preservation & Reuse

4. The report of the interdepartmental review team; and
5. The Report of the Chelmsford Historical Commission including Findings of Applicability of
Historic Significance, Recommendation to place the property under Historic Preservation
Restrictions, and Requirements for the repair, restoration or modifications to the existing historic
structure, as set forth in §1.1.6.
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Article 17: Wildlife Feeding
SUBMITTED BY: Select Board
I move that the Town amend the Town Code, Chapter 11 Animals, by adding a new Article, Article II
Wildlife Feeding and Sections 11-30 through 11-33 as follows:
Article II Wildlife Feeding
§ 11‐30. Definitions. As used in this and subsequent sections,
Wildlife shall mean any undomesticated and unrestrained animal or fowl, including but not limited to
bears, coyotes, deer, foxes, raccoons, skunks, turkeys and other animals or fowl causing public safety threats or
nuisances.
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Article 17: Wildlife Feeding
Feeding shall mean the act of ground feeding, placing, exposing, depositing, distributing, or scattering,
directly or indirectly, of any grain, shelled, shucked, or unshucked corn, seeds, wheat, bread or bakery
products, salt, meat or parts, fish or parts, honey, molasses, or any other feed or nutritive substances,
in any manner or form, so as to constitute for such wildlife a lure, attraction, or enticement to, on, or
over any such areas where such feed items have been placed, exposed, deposited, distributed, or
scattered.

Designated enforcement authority shall mean Chelmsford Animal Control Officers, Police Officers, and agents of
the Board of Health; and State Environmental Police Officers, and other enforcement officers of the Division of Law
Enforcement, and by the Deputy Environmental Police Officers.
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Article 17: Wildlife Feeding

§ 11‐31. Prohibited activity.
No person shall feed any wildlife at any place within the Town of Chelmsford. Whenever the Chelmsford
Animal Control Officer or any designated enforcement authority determines a person has violated the
provisions of this Section, such person shall be notified pursuant to Section 11‐33. Further violations in the
same location, either by act of commission or omission, may constitute prima facia evidence that such
violation was with the knowledge or consent of the person previously found in violation of this provision.
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Article 17: Wildlife Feeding

§ 11‐32 Exceptions.

A. Nothing in this By‐Law shall be construed to limit the feeding of domesticated waterfowl or other animals, as
defined by the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, by a farmer as defined in M.G.L. Chapter 128 § 1A on
property owned or leased by him, or the feeding of waterfowl or any other birds by propagators licensed
under M.G.L. Chapter 131 § 23 when such waterfowl or other birds are confined in such a manner as may be
required pursuant to said Section 23 and any rules and regulations issued under authority thereof; or the
feeding by any person or his agents, invitees or licensees or waterfowl lawfully kept as a pet by such person.
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Article 17: Wildlife Feeding

B.

Regardless of this By‐Law, the Director of the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife or his agent or designee

may authorize the emergency feeding of waterfowl and other birds when, in his opinion, such action is necessary
to alleviate undue losses and suffering of such birds due to unusual weather conditions and other circumstances.
The Director may authorize such action by such means as he deems necessary and expedient, but such means
shall include the immediate notification to the Select Board thereof by first class mail.

C.

Any individual, company or corporation that is duly licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

or entitled under law to possess wildlife of any kind.
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Article 17: Wildlife Feeding
D.

Any action that is officially sanctioned by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts that would require

feeding, baiting, or luring of wildlife (i.e., capturing and tagging wildlife for scientific projects and study).

E.

Any individual, company, or corporation that is engaged in lawful agricultural pursuits, including but not

limited to growing crops, crop‐bearing plants or raising livestock.

F.

This section shall not be interpreted so as to prohibit bird feeders, squirrel feeders, or bat houses.

However, if a feeder is determined to be the cause of a public safety threat or nuisance, the Chelmsford Animal
Control Officer may order the feeder(s) and seed debris to be removed within 48 hours.
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Article 17: Wildlife Feeding

G.

This section shall not be interpreted so as to prohibit the feeding of pets, provided that if food intended

for pets is determined to be the source of wildlife feeding, the landowner or person responsible for the premises
will, upon notification by the Chelmsford Animal Control Officer, be required to take steps to render such pet food
inaccessible to wildlife, including the requirement that the pet food be removed. If any wildlife gains access to pet
food, the condition allowing access must be corrected or the pet food removed within 48 hours.
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Article 17: Wildlife Feeding

H.

This section shall not be interpreted so as to prohibit the storage of refuse, food product, pet food, or

other material or nutritive substance on any premises in a manner which does not constitute a lure, attraction
or enticement of wildlife on property within the Town of Chelmsford, provided that if such storage is
determined to be the source of a wildlife feeding problem, the landowner or person responsible for the
premises will be required to take steps to render such storage area inaccessible to wildlife and the area near
the storage be kept free from such debris. If any wildlife gains access to a storage area, the condition allowing
access must be corrected or the stored material removed within 48 hours.
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Article 17: Wildlife Feeding
§ 11‐33 Penalties.
Any violation of this section may be enforced by the Animal Control Officer or any designated
enforcement authority through non‐criminal disposition, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40,
Section 21D, in accordance with the following schedule of fines:
First offense:

Written warning

Second offense:

$25 fine

Third offense:

$50 fine

Each subsequent offense:

$100 fine

74

Article 18: Sewer Capacity Study
SUBMITTED BY: Town Manager
I move that the Town transfer from the Chelmsford Sewer System Capital Improvement Fund $150,000
to provide for a study to determine the options to increase the capacity of the sewer system servicing
the Town of Chelmsford and the means to correct, remedy, repair, prevent and prohibit any and all
forms of infiltration or inflow from groundwater and other sources of leakage into pipes, facilities and
other components of the sewer system.
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Article 18: Sewer Capacity Study
• Chelmsford has an intermunicipal agreement with the City of Lowell to convey 3.01 million gallons per day to the
Lowell Regional Wastewater Facility;
• Chelmsford has allocated 350,000 million gallons per day to the Town of Tyngsborough;
• Chelmsford’s net sewer flow capacity is 2.66 million gallons per day.
• Chelmsford’s sewer flow:
2010:
2015:
2016:
2017:
2018:
2019:

2.50 MGD
2.29 MGD
2.23 MGD
2.53 MGD
2.68 MGD
2.56 MGD

• Recent/Pending Projects: 104 Turnpike Road (268 bedrooms); 50 Hunt Road (159 bedrooms); Pineview {Gorham
Street} (168 Bedrooms);
• Potential Projects: UMass Lowell West Campus (800 bedrooms); Mercury Computer (600 bedrooms); Adjacent
to UPS off Brick Kiln Road (240 bedrooms);
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Article 18: Sewer Capacity Study

• In 2002, the Sewer Commission became concerned with having sufficient sewer capacity;
• April 2002, Sewer Commission instituted a two‐year moratorium on large unforeseen sewer connections;
• April 2003, Sewer Commission petitioned the State Legislature to enact a Home Rule Petition (Chapter 92 of the
Acts of 2003) to establish the Chelmsford Sewer System Capital Improvement Fund “to provide the revenue for
the increase in the capacity of the system to treat wastewater by purchasing of additional treatment plant
capacity within the sewer system servicing the town of Chelmsford, and to provide revenues to do all things
necessary to correct, remedy, repair, prevent and prohibit any and all forms of infiltration and inflow from
groundwater and other sources of leakage into pipes, facilities and system.”
• The sewer capacity fee was established in April 2004. Current fund balance is $2,306,624.
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Article 18: Sewer Capacity Study
Proposed Scope of Services
• Gather and analyze data regarding wastewater flow at the Lowell Regional Wastewater Facility; research
potential penalties/consequences if the Town were to exceed its permitted flow;
• Explore options to reduce wastewater flow within the Town of Chelmsford via water conservation, infrastructure
maintenance/inflow and infiltration removal, and other measures;
• Pursue an expansion of the permitted flow capacity of the Lowell wastewater treatment plant;
• Investigate the possibility of transporting some wastewater to the Billerica wastewater treatment plant;
• Analyze the possibility of constructing a wastewater treatment facility at Southwell, off of Wotton Street;
• Prepare a final report;
• $150K appropriation request includes $60K for field investigations as Southwell, if necessary.
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Article 19: General Bylaw Amendment
Connection to Sewer
SUBMITTED BY: Town Manager
I move that the Town amend the Town Code, Chapter 132 Sewage Disposal, Section 132-2 Connection to public sewer, by
deleting the language shown in strikethrough and adding the language shown in underline, which reads as follows:
§ 132-2 Connection to public sewer.
The owners of all dwellings, buildings and other structures used for human occupancy, employment, recreation or other
related use abutting on any public or private way, alley or right-of-way in which there is now located or may be located a
public sanitary sewer of the town shall be required, at their expense, to install suitable toilet facilities therein and to connect
such facilities directly with the public sewer in accordance with the Sewer Commission regulations within one year from the
date of official notice by the Sewer Commission; provided, however, that tThe Board of Health may order any person to
connect with the public sewer at any time if it is deemed to be in the best interest of the town, and if it is informed by the
Sewer Division of the Department of Public Works that a connection to the public sewer is reasonably available taking into
account whether sufficient sewer capacity exists and whether sewer infrastructure is located within 300’ of the subject
property, upon giving 30 days' notice to do so. The Board of Health shall not require a connection to the public sewer for
properties which have existing and properly functioning septic systems or private wastewater treatment facilities. If a
connection to the public sewer is reasonably available, the Board of Health may require a connection for septic systems
which are not properly functioning, and which are located within environmentally sensitive areas (as determined by the
Board of Health), rather than allowing such improperly functioning septic system to be repaired and replaced.
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Article 19: General Bylaw Amendment
Connection to Sewer
• The proposed amendment to the Town’s General Bylaw pertaining to sewer connection was prepared by
Town Counsel, in consultation with the Public Health Director and Town Manager, as a technical
correction.
• The amendment removes references to the dissolved Sewer Commission.
• Clarifies the long‐standing sewer regulation that there must be sewer capacity available and a sewer lime
must be within 300’ of a property in order for the Board of Health to require a connection to the public
sewer.
•

A property owner shall not be required to connect to public sewer for properties which have existing and
properly function septic systems or private wastewater treatment facilities.

• The Board of Health may require a connection to the public sewer, if a connection is reasonably available,
for septic systems that are not properly functioning and are located in environmentally sensitive areas (as
determined by the Board of Health).
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Thank You

Spring Annual Town Meeting
Monday, April 26, 2021
7:30 P.M.
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